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CONFIDENTIAL LIMA 7277 
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TAGS: PINT, PE 

SUBJECT: GOP PURCHASE OF SOVIET AIRCRAFT 

1 . UPI REPORTER TOLD EMBOFF AUGUST 10 THAT HE AND HIS COLLEAGUES 
FROM OTHER INTERNATIONAL PRESS AGENCIES WOULD ONCE AGAIN 
ATTEMPT TO ELICIT A RESPONSE ON ALLEGED GOP PURCHASE OF SOVIET 
AIRCRAFT FROM AIR MINISTER POGGI. QUERY WOULD BE BASED ON PRESS 
REPORTS AROUND HEMISPHERE STATING THAT "ACCORDING TO INTELLIGENCE 
SERVICES IN LATIN AMERICAN CAPITALS", GOP HAS PURCHASED 36 

SOVIET FIGHTER/BOMBER AIRCRAFT. 

2. EMBOFF DISCUSSED ALLEGED AIRCRAFT PURCHASE WITH ADVISOR TO 
PRIME MINISTER ARBULU IN COURSE OF WIDE RANGING POLITICAL DIS 
CUSSION. OFFICIAL CLAIMED THAT PRESS REPORTS WERE BEING PLANTED 
BY CHILEAN INTELLIGENCE IN ORDER TO EMBARRASS GOP AT A TIME WHEN 
IT IS IN THE PROCESS OF NEGOTIATING MAJOR FINANCING FROM U.S. AND 
EUROPEAN BANKS. THE PRIME MINISTER'S ADVISOR WENT ON TO SAY 
THAT THE PURCHASE OF 36 SU22 AIRCRAFT IS FINAL AND THAT PRIME 
MINISTER ARBULU SIGNED THE PURCHASE AGREEMENT COUNTERSIGNED BY 
THE SOVIET DEFENSE MINISTER IN LATE JULY. TWELVE AIRCRAFT SHOULD BE 
DELIVERED BEFORE THE END OF THE YEAR. THIS IS NOT A TEN- 
TATIVE DEAL, AFFIRMED THE OFFICIAL, AND IS NOT AFFECTED BY THE 
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RECENT CABINET SHAKE-UP. HE CLAIMED THAT GENERAL ARBULU HAD 
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EARLIER GIVEN A PRELIMINARY O.K. WHEN HE WAS CHIEF OF THE 
MILITARY JOINT COMMAND. 

3. THE OFFICIAL WENT ON TO SAY THAT THE GOP IS EXTREMELY DIS- 
TURBED BY THE TIMING OF PRESS ACCOUNTS. AND THE COUNCIL OF 
MINISTERS AT ITS AUGUST 10 SESSION WAS ATTEMPTING TO DECIDE 

HOW THE GOP SHOULD HANDLE THE PROBLEM OF "PREMATURE PUBLICITY". 

4. THE EMBASSY HAS NO OTHER CONFIRMATION THAT THE AIRCRAFT 
PURCHASE IS IRREVOCABLE, BUT ABOVE SOURCE IS IN GOOD POSITION 
TO KNOW DETAILS. 

SMITH 
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